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Editorial...

Writing in English literature is a global phenomenon. It represents
ideologies and cultures of the particular region. Different forms of literature
like drama, poetry, novel, non-fiction, short story etc. are used to express
one's impressions and experiences about the socio-politico-religio-cultural
and economic happenings of the regions. The World War Il brings vital
changes in the outlook of authors in the world. Nietzsche's declaration of
death of God and the appearance of writers like Edward Said, Michele
Foucault, Homi Bhabha, and Derrida bring changes in the exact function of
literature in moulding the human life. Due to Globalization and liberalization,
society moves to the post-industrial phase. Migration and immigration
become common features of postmodern society. These movements give
birth to issues like race, ethnicity, gender, crisis for identity, cultural conflict,
dislocation, isolation and many others. Thus multiculturalism becomes the
key note of new literatures written in English. The colonial legacy, immigrants
and migrated authors attempt to define Britishness in literature and the result
is postethnicity in English literature. The writers like Salman Rushdie, Hanif
Kureishi, Andrea Levy and many others attempted to redefine and revaluate
the singular authority of text and plead for the plurality of themes. There is
another form of literature growing consciously in the country like India. This
literature is called as Fourth World Literature or the literature of protest. The
marginalized sections of society attempt to protest against upper caste
ideologies in Dalit Literature. All these issues are reflected in the present issue
of Literary Endeavour. Dr. Ramesh Chougule
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WOMEN PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS IN INDIA

smt Suneetha. ¥, Lecturer in English V.S.R. Govermment Degree & P.G. College Andhra Pradesh

Abstract:

. Polltzfal pa.z ticipation is not only-relares to right to vote but also relates to participation in
decision-making process, political consciousness, campaigns to create political awareness about
political issues and promote political reforms. It is a fundamental prerequisite for en(/e; equality and
real democracy. It helps in women's direct involvement in public decision-;rtfzking gnd itis cisour);: of
ensuring better accountability for women. To fight with gender inequality in politics the I;xdian
government has given reservations for seats in local governments. Apart from all these from the local
to the global level, women's leadership and political participation is restricted. women are seen as
mere voters even after proving their abilities as leaders. There are many challenges to women's
participation in politics. In India women are sexually abused. Child marriages, domestic violence, low
literacy rates, discrimination had lowered Indian women's economic opportunities. Unlike men there
are fewer opportunities for women to get involved in organizations to gain leadership skills.

Key Words: Political participation-right to vote-decision making-political issue political reforms- real
democracy—reservations-challen ges- barriers to overcome women empowerment.

Introduction =
In any political system, right fro
women is very low compared to men. In

m the developed to the developing countries, presence of
many countries women had to wage long battles to get right to

vote. Today the percentage of women as voters has increased considerably, but their po!itical o
participation is not equal to men and therefore women arc¢ unable to get an equal share in qr_gamzanon
that require decision making. Women have not been regarded as sigqificant pa_rt_of t.he polmcal.
arena.From the local to the global level, women's leadership and_ p.Ollthal participation are restricted.
Women are underrepresented as voters, as well as in leading positions, whether in elected office, the
civil service, the private sector or academia. This occurs despite their proven abilitics as leaders and
agents of change, and their right to participate equally in democratic governance.
Role o in Nati ildin S :
fh}‘;?lr;f:o::e:i:rlgxngl:hc wfrld have proved themselves as dynamlc.;, v(;gr‘ant:lsxgclclre and :
perfect in many fields. They arc efficient and perseverant enough to face all odds and chia enges an

obstacles. Today's educated modcern women are success ful both as home malfcrs as wc}l as
caucrats and Politicians. Women such as Indira Gandhi, Margaret

professionals, academicians, bur ns. wo _ ¢
Thatcher , Sirimao Bandarunaike , vijayalaksmi pandit, , Kiran Bedi have prm;f:d thcrlp;clv::sg W
shaping tl;eir own destiny as well as country's destiny. While India was Strugg ing 'tl(;‘l ilt er[:aeni 0
clutches of the British Raj, the women folk cam¢ forward to shoulder their responsioility.

as Sarojini
i Bai i : ; number of Freedom fighters such as 52
N il B 2 epitome of bravery and courag ™ A heir courage and determination in the

Naidy, S ipalini i Deshmukh ctc., display t i ‘ :
Stuggle lflgrh;:‘tlzgrﬁ:sgll:é;:l) I\l;rfi;;'bl?om, Sania Mirza, Saina Nch\(‘j{lz:l’ P [;;tst;rcl:cllxglrlyas T:c]itrx:NN([)ﬁ;?al-r(lnlr]:: e
made their presence strongly felt in their respective fields. Arundhati ,

ho arc contributing in their
Mazumdar, Shika sharma, Chanda Kochihar a1

men W
some of the wom¢ ( o 1 el
: i ns inancial Institutions.
unique way in economic journey of India as CEOs of various organizations an
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Political Partics i registered parties at the nation |
; a multi party system with the scven rcg . evel oy o
India has a multi party sy ¢ Indian National Congress (INC), Bharatiya Janath, Pan(;f(gh‘ch

, ics. They ar :
(hree arc the largest partic y artics created Women's wings. The INC y I

i i and thesc p
Communist Party of India (CPI) a.nd t ' The |
;]l?((j]iﬂ :\)/;:hila Congress, the BJP wing is the BJP Mahila Morcha and the CPI wing is the Nationa?“

Federation of Indian Women. The INC has incrcased women participation by Instituting 5 330

i to become a first Speaker of Lok
for women. In Junc 2009, the INC nominated a woma'rx _ sabh
.'I?Sro supported the clection o a's first female President. The BJP pyg

{ Smt Pratibha Patil, Indi ile . .
encouraged representation of women by inducting 7 w?mcn as Ministers in Union Cabine.
Women Representation among Elected Representatives

As per the data from ECI, out of the total 4896 MPs/MLAs across the country, only 43 -
of 543 MPs) and Rajya Sabha has 10% or 23 ;,,

are women. Among MPs, Lok Sabha has 59 (1 l% .
of 233 MPs) women MPs. Among State assemblics, West Bengal 34 (out of 294 MLAs), Bipy, Y ((/}:

of 243 MLAs) and Andhra Pradesh 34 (out of 294 MLAs) have the maximum no of womep MLAs
followed by Uttar Pradesh with 32 women out of 403 MLAs and Rajasthan with 28 womep out of 2y
MLAs. In terms of percentage, among state assemblies, the highest percentage of Women ML 4 is~
from Bihar with 14% (34 out of 243 MLAs) followed by Rajasthan with 14% (28 out of 200 MLa;)
women votes and West Bengal with 12% (34 out of 294 MLAs).

Women Poltical Participation in India Low, Need More

The Economic Times conducted a survey on women's poltical participation and reveals thy
Women's political participation in India is low inspite of their 49% share of population.The survey
2017 stated that factors such as domestic, responsibilities prevailing cultural attitudes, role of wome
in society and lack of support from their families were some of the main obstacles that prevented
women from cntering politics. The survey said that there are countries like Rwanda which has 60
percent women representation in 2017 but countries like India, Japan, Egypt etc have less than 15%
rcprcscn'tatlon'o.f women. Quoting an Inter- parliamentary Union (IPU) and UN Women report-
Women in politics the survey said Loksabha had 64 (11.8 percent of 542 MPs) and Rajya Sabha 27(
{)’C."CC’.“;” 245 MPs)and out of 4118 MLA's only 9 percent were women. But however there his
e st st o women ol governent vl Women S s
MipOANCE B rhofe womcr}; § across the country exhibiting  their active leaderships.Stressing o &%

, o nen participation in the survey said , “R isine joni of roles?
women 1n decision making pr i e e o | ecognibing (e Sipnificance
building a progressive s B proccess in thc' society is critical to strengthen women's agencies for

’ cessive society with cquality of opportunities a 1l citi
Women's Vote in 2014 mong all citizens.

The gender-wise py ; - . :
level, it s ab%)ut the | r:z_‘icf;igjr?usnﬂl)f;v?t’c In the 2014 elections can be seen at two levels. At the tl“*;J
significant increase in the overall vo:l* dtmong vomen voters in these elections. At the back g 0’“
remarkable closing of the gender pa Cg .urnou( (from 58 to 66 percent) at the all India level, ‘hcre()
percent at the all India level), [n i‘i{) ’L;\ivccn men and women voters (men at 67 and WOrie . oo
20 new a phenomenon for staqeg duric a Iew states women have outnumbered men voters. ! Dﬁn
happening for the fire (i > 1 the North East like Manipur, Meghal d Sikkim; itis6"
o Lagile 1 st time in states |ike Bihar, Raj pur, Meghalaya and Uttarkh?

-48UY, Itmust be noted thy he parties wi b Rajasthan, Punjab, Odisha, Tamil Nad% 0, el
1¢s with women leaders (ATADMK, TMC and Boh! sible s
lections and it may point to another PO ot

gained more «

for ﬂ"iva(l)::[‘zu&[;(;;l among women voters i these ¢

e , en's constj -

general electinnme ituency j . h I :

mors  Sections was 65 63, o I the future .Women turnout during India's 2014 P 1o
Omen voted than men ty o Pared 10 67.09% turnout for men. "2 In 16 out of 29 90!,

i : A'total (?f 260.6 million women cxe;ciscd their right to ¥° -

12's parliament.

Guoty
d and

76"299 3 .
X) :Vol. X . Special Tecnes 4 { Tanuary. 2019)



INDIA

“0\([\ P.\Rr,('rf‘\ll( N IN rOL ITCs 1N
————— e —— — —
Rise of Women Ministore in
Seven women Ministe
They were
Smt Sushma Swaraj Cabinet M;j

l'ninn‘(ﬁf_a‘i)’ibnc't I

S 118
. - 118
rs were inducted in the Union ¢

abj . .
Inet after formation NDA Government.

n : . - Minister for External AfTairs
Smt Smriti Zubin Irani - Cabinet Minister for Textile Ministry

?

?

? DrNazma A Heptulla - Cabinet Minister for Minority Affairs
? Smt Mancka Sanjay Gandhi- Cabinet Minister for Wo :
? Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal- Cabinet Minister for Fooc

The number is higher in terms of previous Governments.
how the moderm woman have successfully balanced thejr
commitments.

The level and forms of women's
socictal barmiers in the form of violence,
and the threat of violence affects many wo
and political relationshl.p, to speak in public, to be recognized as dignifie
to that of others. In India sexually abyscd. Ch1ld.n.1amage and domestic
had lowered Indian womens cconomic Opportunities and contributed to
Although the Constitution of Indla. removed gcnc.lcr incqualities among
éigﬁmination continues to be a wndcsprcgd barrier to women's politica | :
lack leadership experience why many Indian due to th.c fact they are Fmrdened with household QUt:cs:
There is little public space for them as men !mv':: dominated the political arcna for many years m'Ind:a.
Literacy among Indian women is 53.7% which is much lower than. I'ncracy among men rcpgrtc;!l at .
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